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ACTION EA- 12 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-IO 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 ICA-11 
ACDA-12 /078 W 

127964 020925Z/15 

R020721ZMAY78 
PM AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3158 
INEO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
CINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
CINCPACPLT PEARL HARBOR HI 
SECNAV WASHDC 
SECAP WASHDC 

CONPIDENTIAL CANBERRA 3341 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MILE SN 

SUBJECT: P-3 PLIGHTS OUT OP SINGAPORE 
REF: STATE 095686 (DTG 140007Z APR 78) 

1. THE MAY 2 EDITION OP THE "FINANCIAL REVIEW" CONTAINED 
AN ARTILCE BY JUDITH HOARE ALLEGING THAT A SECRET AGREE- 
MENT HAD JUST BEEN SIGNED BETWEEN THE U.S. AND SINGAPORE... 

WHICH "PROVIDES POR THE USE OP SINGAPORE PACILITIES TO 
PROVIDE ADDED SURVEILLANCE PACILITIES IN THE INDIAN OCEAN." 

THE ARTICLE GOES ON TO STATE THAT THE AGREEMENT INITIALLY 
ENVISAGES POUR MARITIME AIR PATROLS A MONTH, STEPPING UP 
PROM EIGHT TO 12 AT THE LATER DATE. "THESE SURVEILLANCE 
OPERATIONS WILL BE AN EXTENSION OP THOSE NOW UNDERTAKEN 
PROM THE U.S. BASE ON DIEGO GARCIA." THE ARTICLE CONCLUDES: 

"THE AGREEMENT WILL NO DOUBT BE WELCOMED BY THE 
AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT AS A SIGN OP U.S. COMMITMENT 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 CANBER 03341 020759Z 

TO HER ALLIES IN THE SOUTH EAST ASIAN REGION." 

2. WE WILL USE CONTINGENCY GUIDANCE CONTAINED IN 
REFTEL IF QUERIED BY THE PRESS. 
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